
 

 

 

   I am doing a book review with a good pastor 

friend of mine on a work by Dr. Howard Hen-

dricks. The title is: ñTeaching to Change 

Livesò. Dr. Hendricks is a master teacher who 

has taught at Dallas Theological Seminary for 

decades. His writing is quite down-to-earth 

and easy to grasp, which works well for me! 

Hendricks contends that if we are not chang-

ing as an individual we are dying. He illus-

trates this with two boxes. ñIf the arrows of 

your life ï your frontiers, your questions, your 

interests, your mental images move this way: 

 

 

  

 

 

 

you are in the process of dying.ò 

 

ñBut if the arrows of your life are moving in 

these directions: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

then youôre developing.ò (growing) 

 

 

 

 

Dr. Hendricks was addressing in this context 

learning. However, I see here an illustration of 

Christôs Church. In particular the franchise that 

our Lord has right here in Burlington known as 

Oak Street Baptist. Which of the two block fig-

ures best represents our church? 

 

We live in a community of people that are in 

great need. If you donôt believe me, just read the 

news, talk to some of the school teachers or one 

of our police officers. People are hurting, people 

are struggling. I truly believe that when Jesus 

looks at our city His reaction is similar to what it 

was with people 2,000 years ago:  

 

Matt 9:36-38 

36 When he saw the crowds, he had compassion 

on them, because they were harassed and help-

less, like sheep without a shepherd. 37 Then he 

said to his disciples, "The harvest is plentiful but 

the workers are few. 38 Ask the Lord of the har-

vest, therefore, to send out workers into his har-

vest field."  NIV  

 

How about we do as our Lord says here and 

pray? ñAsk the Lord of the harvest, therefore, to 

send out workers into his harvest field.ò As we 

seek God and He begins to give us some ideas 

as to how to reach out in each of our unique situ-

ations, I want you to share those ideas with my-

self, Pastor Gerald and our deacons. As you see 

a need I donôt want you to tell us: ñYOU can do 

this.ò Rather, ñWE can do this together.ò God has 

called all of His people to ministry, not just our 

spiritual leaders.  

 

Iôm praying AND listening, 

 

Pastor Gary Karas 
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In the book of Judges Chapter 2, we read about the death 
of Joshua and what followed:  
 
ñAfter that whole generation had been gathered to 
their fathers, another generation grew up, who knew 
neither the Lord nor what he had done for Israel. Then 
the Israelites did evil in the eyes of the 
Lordéò (Judges 2:10-11) 
 
Clearly, we see that for some reason, there was no spiritu-
al legacy passed on from Joshuaôs generation to the next 
and I pray that this would not be the same thing that is said 
about our generation in the future that we did not pass on 
a legacy of faith to our children.  We need to pass on a 
legacy of faith to our children. 
 
Now, you may be saying, Pastor Gee, the thought of pass-
ing on a spiritual legacy from generation to generation 
sounds great, but where does a parent begin? Glad you 
asked; As a starting point, try thinking about the spiritual, 
relational, physical, emotional, and mental characteristics 
of your life. Then, ask yourself what kind of legacy do you 
want to leave with your children in these five areas of life? 
Here are some goals you might want to pursue. As you 
review them, feel free to add more specific practical ideas 
of your own. 
 

¶ Spiritual: To love and obey God, teach integrity, 
value involvement in a church, grow in faith, learn and 
live by the Bible, develop a biblical worldview, be a 
disciple of Christ, serve others. 

 

¶ Relational: Times of fun and laughter, family bond-
ing vacation times, recreation times together, ability to 
resolve conflict with family member, listening skills, 
how to treat the opposite sex, developing lasting 
friendships, investing in the lives of others. 

 

¶ Physical: Eat healthy foods, manage stress, exer-
cise, financial integrity and stewardship, cleanliness 
and health issues, how to work hard, how to budget 
your financial resources. 

 

¶ Emotional: Build healthy friendships, find times of 
rest and replenishment, build confidence and a healthy 
self-image, build trust and unconditional love, develop 
character traits such as discipline, perseverance, cour-
age, and purity. 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

¶ Mental: Read good books, learn new skills, write 
and discuss ideas, discover how to think critically, be-
come skilled at planning, and learn decision-making 
skills. 

 
These are good starting points for identifying what you 
want to teach your children. However, try hard not to over-
whelm them or be overwhelmed yourself. Something is 
better than nothing, and those who don't aim at anything 
won't find their way. 
 
Remember that your words are important, but they can 
only go so far. So much of the work of passing on a legacy 
of faith takes place when we model it ourselves and be-
lieve in our children. To do that, we must make sure that 
we as parents are working on these same issues within 
our own lives. It will take a plan, intentionality, and help 
from above. But I believe you can lead the way for your 
children and make a generation difference for lifetimes to 
come.  Even if you feel that you have lost the opportunity 
to build a spiritual legacy in your childrenôs lives, do not 
despair, as long as you are alive, you will always have an 
opportunity to build that legacy of faith as you live out your 
life for God in full view of your children ï no matter how old 
or young they are! 
 
   -Pastor Gerald Dzawo 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  Wednesdays  

        6:30 ð8:00  PM  



Advisory Meeting 
Monday January 16, 2017 

 

Present ï Allen Twedt, Chris Giffin, Pastor Gary, OôKemm Dix-
on, Stacey Giffin, Bob Gerdes, Craig Williams, Linda Williams.   
Absent - Pastor Gerald 

 

Mission/Outreach: Meeting last week.  Donôt anticipate any mis-
sionaries to visit this year.  

Trustees ï Still having trouble with the youth room lock.  A new 
water heater and circulation pump has been installed to help get 
hot water to third floor.  We had received an e-mail of someone 
interested in discussing the purchase of the Sunnyside Property.  
Trustees recommend that if we sell that the monies need to be 
divided into certain areas or funds. Discussion followed. Chris 
will make the contact. Pastor Gary asked why we canôt have a 
bulletin board by the elevator on second floor.  Discussion fol-
lowed.  Chris will talk with decorating about this. 

Deaconess ïNot met this month.  Will not be helping Bridges Out 
of Poverty with meals.   

Christian Education.  ï Have not met this month.  AWANA is 
down to average of 30 kids weekly.  Discussion followed on 
AWANA.  Stacey feels that the time is hurting them. Also, more 
parents saying itôs not a priority.  Youth group is trying a different 
approach. 

Ushers ï Don Northup has joined the ushers.  He will be with Ste-
ve Stoller, Todd Sattler and Ron Siegel group. 

Finance ï Check from Wittkamp estate will be split into 4 funds ï 
Camp Scholarships, Camp Programming, AWANA, and Oak 
Street Church Concerts. 

Pastor Gary ï Finished up the Believe Series sermons on Sunday 
mornings.  He felt that the Christmas Eve Service went well.  
Have been discipling a lady.  Recruited people for several things.  
Visited those in hospital and shut ins several times.  The North 
Hill School program is a bust.  In the absence of  Pastor Gerald, 
Pastor Gary reported the following: Gerald met with the Nazarene 
Church and they do not want to work with combining youth 
groups.  Gerald would like to try something outside the church for 
activities as we are not getting people (families and /or young 
adults) to come to church. 

Chris closed the meeting in prayer at 6:50 p.m. 
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The Church Van is available for 
pick  up on Sunday mornings or 
for Awana children on Sunday af-
ternoons. 
 

 
Anyone who needs a ride to church MUST call the 
church office during normal office hours (Monday-Friday 
8 am to 4 pm) at 753-3681 to request a ride. 
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Scripture promises that God has a plan for our lives but also reveals that he wants us to play 
an active role in that plan. In 2 Kings 3, three kings band together to defeat Moab but end up in 

an 80-mile desert. Amid this dire situation, God commands the people, 
ñMake this valley full of ditchesò (verse 16, KJV) and promises to fill them 
with water ð even though it wonôt rain.  
 
Before the peopleôs need was supplied, they had to trust God and act. The 
next morning, water filled every ditch they had dug. Plus, they were victori-
ous in battle.  
 
The takeaway? God will bring the blessing, but we may have to dig first!  

Needs at Birthright:  

New 10 gallon lidded plastic tubs 

(used to deliver a complete layette 

for new mothers)  

Newborn onesies, baby blankets, 

baby clothes, Newborn Diapers  

Baby body wash, shampoo and ba-

by toiletry items. Bring to church 

and place in bassinet  in the foyer, 

(2nd floor 

now) 

 



 



Godôs conversation hearts  

 
Those familiar conversation hearts that show up every February can be more 
than just trite romantic or friendly sayings. Use them to remind you ñ or to 
teach a child ñ of the greatest love of all: Godõs love for us, which empowers our 
love for others. For example:   
 
. TRUE LOVE: What love is truer than giving up oneõs only Son so people might 
have everlasting life? (John 3:16).  
 
Å MINE: Jesus knows us intimately, as a shepherd knows his sheep. No one can 
snatch us from him (John 10:27-29).  
 
Å FOREVER: God loves us with an òeverlasting loveó (Jeremiah 31:3).  
 
Å LOVE ME: The greatest commandment is to love God with our whole being (Luke 10:27).  
 
Å TRUST ME: òLet not your hearts be troubled.ó We can count on Jesus, now and for eternal life (John 14:1-
3).  
 
Å SWEET TALK: Godõs words are sweeter than honey (Psalm 119:103).  
 
Å BE GOOD: We show our love for Christ by keeping his commands (John 14:15).  
 
Å CALL ME: God longs to be in fellowship with us. We can talk to him anytime in prayer (Jeremiah 33:3).  
 
Å FRIENDS: The greatest love involves laying down your life for your friends (John 15:13) ñ precisely what Je-
sus did.  
 
Å #1: òWe love because [God] first loved usó (1 John 4:19).   

 

 
 

We Meet Sundays from 4:30 - 6:00pm 

Oak Street Baptist Church     1303 Oak Street     Burlington 

Annual Dues: First Child is $40, each child after is $35  

Ages 3 ë 5             Grades K - 2  

                        

Grades 3 ë 6             Grades 7 - 8  

                          

Should you have ANY questions please call the church office at 752-3681  

or Commander Giffin at 750-5826!  

You can also find us on Facebook at Oak Street Baptist Church Awana 

 



 

 

 


